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1 April 2010 

STATEMENT TO MEMBERS OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

ON THE RECAST OF DIRECTIVE 2002/95/EC ON THE RESTRICTION 

OF THE USE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES IN ELECTRICAL AND 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT (ROHS) 

 

DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the Recast, designed to simplify the Directive, make it easier to 

comply with and enforce. We were pleased by the fact that the EVANS report recognizes the 

global importance and significance of RoHS1 and the need to align it with REACH and the 

New Legislative Framework. In order to contribute indirectly to the discussion in the ENVI 

Committee on April 6, we would like to stress the following points: 

 

No changes to scope without impact assessment 

Any scope changes must be subject to an impact assessment. For example, an open scope 

would suddenly umbrella hundreds of industrial sectors, many of which haven’t been 

previously in scope. Scope changes have direct and significant impact on economic 

operators, innovation and competitiveness in Europe. 

 

Substance restrictions based on scientific risk evaluation 

DIGITALEUROPE is not opposed to adding new substances to RoHS. However, substances 

should only be restricted after scientific risk evaluation and impact assessment2. For 

example, We consider it too premature to regulate nanomaterials in RoHS (either by banning 

them directly or by requiring labeling EEE containing nanomaterials) when there has been 

little or no discussion about their environmental impact. Definitions of nanomaterials based 

on food or cosmetics legislation are inappropriate for electronics. We fully support 

amendments that seek to introduce REACH methodology to evaluate substances for 

inclusion in RoHS. 

 

Greater legal certainty 

One of our main goals with this Recast has been to introduce better legal certainty for our 

global industry and its complex supply chain. DIGITALEUROPE endorses amendments that 

seek to improve definitions and make the mechanism for reviewing existing, granting new 

and withdrawing exemptions more robust with timely decision-making. 

We will continue to work closely with Members of the European Parliament, Member States 

and the Commission and other stakeholders in order to achieve a satisfactory outcome at 

First Reading. 

                                                
1
 http://www.digitaleurope.org/index.php?id=1055&id_article=436 

2
 http://www.digitaleurope.org/index.php?id=947&id_article=437 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 

 

DIGITALEUROPE is the pre-eminent advocacy group of the European digital economy 

acting on behalf of the information technology, consumer electronics and 

telecommunications sectors. We are dedicated to improving the business environment, and 

to promoting industry’s contribution to economic growth and social progress in the European 

Union.   

DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of 

EU policies.  DIGITALEUROPE’s members include 60 leading corporations and 40 national 

trade associations from all the Member States of EU; altogether 10,000 companies with 2 

million employees and €1,000 billion in revenues. You can learn more about our activities via 

http://www.digitaleurope.org 

THE MEMBERSHIP OF DIGITALEUROPE 

COMPANY MEMBERS: 

Adobe, Acer, Agilent, Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Brother,  Buffalo, 

Canon, Cisco, Corning, Dassault Systems, Dell, EADS, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Hitachi, 

HP, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, JVC, Kenwood, Kodak, Konica Minolta, Lexmark, LG, Loewe, 

Micronas, Microsoft, Mitsubishi, Motorola, NEC, Nokia, Nokia Siemens Networks, Nortel, 

NXP, Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Research In Motion, 

Samsung, Sanyo, SAP, Sharp, Siemens, Sony, Sony Ericsson, STMicroelectronics, 

Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Thales, Toshiba, Xerox. 

 

NATIONAL TRADE ASSOCIATIONS: 

Austria: FEEI; Belgium: AGORIA; Bulgaria: BAIT; Cyprus: CITEA; Czech Republic: ASE, 

SPIS; Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-BRANCHEN; Estonia: ITL; Finland: FFTI; France: ALLIANCE 

TICS, SIMAVELEC; Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI; Greece: SEPE; Hungary: IVSZ; Ireland: 

ICT IRELAND; Italy: ANITEC; Lithuania: INFOBALT; Netherlands: ICT OFFICE, FIAR; 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT; Portugal: AGEFE, APDC; Romania: APDETIC; Slovakia: ITAS; 

Slovenia: GZS; Spain: AETIC, ASIMELEC; Sweden: IT&TELEKOMFÖRETAGEN; United 

Kingdom: INTELLECT; Belarus: INFOPARK; Norway: ABELIA, IKT NORGE; Switzerland: 

SWICO; Turkey: ECID, TESID, TÜBISAD; Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
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