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Summary of today's orientation debate on GMOs in Commission

The College this morning held an orientation debate on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). The President convened this debate since this is a highly complex matter, subject to lively and often controversial debate in the Member States, which is currently evolving.

It is worth recalling that Europe has the world's strictest system of approval for GMOs based on safety, consumer choice and protection of biodiversity. Nevertheless, one must note that the Member States in Council have persistent difficulties to reach decisions on the matter. 

The purpose of the debate today was to take stock of where we stand and set out how we move forward on the pending authorisation cases and longer term horizontal issues. The President wishes to make sure that the system works smoothly and enjoys ownership.

The Commission today confirmed that it will continue to fulfil its institutional responsibilities, while respecting its international obligations. The Commission will proceed to finalise decisions on pending cases, where the existing comitology procedure requires the Commission to take a decision, and examine new cases accordingly. The Commission will continue to base its decisions on science as required by the legislation. The Commission confirms its confidence in the high quality of scientific advice provided by the European Food Safety Authority.

The Commission agreed on a way forward for the following pending GMO applications:

        Amflora potato and three hybrid maize (MON863xMON810, MON863xNK603, MON863xMON810xNK60") – these products contain an antibiotic marker gene.  The Commission will ask EFSA to analyse further scientific evidence on the effects of these GMOs on the environment and human health. The Commission will adopt these pending decisions if and when EFSA has confirmed the safety of the products. 

        GMO maize Bt11 and 1507 (application for cultivation):  the Commission agreed to request EFSA to review the scientific information that came to the attention of Commission's services at the end of 2007 and that has not yet been reviewed by EFSA. The Commission will adopt the pending decisions if and when EFSA has confirmed the safety of the products. 

        GMO rice LL62: the Commission agreed to request EFSA to confirm that the scientific evidence is complete. The Commission will present a draft decision to the regulatory committee if and when EFSA does this.

        The Commission has instructed its services to find a technical solution for the issue of low level presence of non approved GMOs in feed and foodstuffs as soon as possible and at the latest before the summer.

The Commission will continue to work closely with EFSA and support the agency's capacity to assess the long term environmental impacts of GMO cultivation.

Separately, by written procedure, the Commission today adopted two decisions requesting Austria to lift its bans on the import of 2 GMO maize.
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